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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 061753 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: CASC, CPAS, CGEN, ASEC, PINS, CU, CA 
SUBJECT: AMERICAN FUGITIVES IN CUBA 

REF HAVANA 635 

1 . WE HAVE EXPLORED POSSIBILITY OF TRANSPORTING FUGITIVES 
BACK TO THE U.S. VIA CUBANA FLIGHT 480 ON MARCH 10. WE 
FIND THAT IT PRESENTS A NUMBER OF PROBLEMS, PRINCIPALLY HOW 
TO TRANSFER FUGITIVES FROM MONTREAL TO POINT IN U.S. 

WITHOUT THEIR TECHNICALLY ENTERING CANADIAN TERRITORY. 

CANADIAN AUTHORITIES WISH TO KEEP THEIR ROLE IN TRANSFER 
OF FUGITIVES TO A MINIMUM AND THEY HAVE ALREADY REJECTED 
OUR SUGGESTION THAT FUGITIVES BE TRANSPORTED TO U.S. VIA 
LAND FROM MONTREAL. WE DOUBT THAT THEY WOULD BE EAGER 
TO HAVE FUGITIVES TRANSFER TO ANOTHER PLANE IN MONTREAL 
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AND CHARTER OF CUBANA AIRCRAFT FOR THIS LEG OF JOURNEY 
IS OUT OF QUESTION. 

2. WE SUGGEST THAT YOU ADVISE CUBAN AUTHORITIES THAT 
WE ARE UNABLE TO UTILIZE CUBANA FLIGHT ON MARCH 10 
BECAUSE NECESSARY ARRANGEMENTS CANNOT BE MADE IN TIME 
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AND THAT WE ARE EXPLORING OTHER POSSIBILITIES. 

3. DEPARTMENT WILL TAKE LINE WITH PRESS ALONG LINES 
YOU SUGGEST IN PARA. 4 OF REFTEL, STRESSING THAT 
FUGITIVES ARE LEAVING CUBA VOLUNTARILY AND THAT GOC 
ONLY AUTHORIZED THEIR DEPARTURE. WE HAVE REPORT THAT 
AIR CANADA SPOKESMAN TOLD ABC AFFILIATE IN MONTREAL 
THAT IT WAS THEIR DECISION NOT TO ALLOW FUGITIVES TO 
BOARD AIRCRAFT. EMBASSY OTTAWA WISHES, NEVERTHELESS, 

TO DOWNPLAY OFFICIAL CANADIAN ROLE IN TRANSFER. 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

4. FOLLOWING IS PRESS GUIDANCE PREPARED IN DEPARTMENT 
WHICH YOU MAY USE: 

Q: HOW WERE ARRANGEMENTS MADE FOR THE FUGITIVES TO BE 
REPATRIATED? 

A: THE PERSONS IN QUESTION REQUESTED THAT THEY 
BE ALLOWED TO RETURN TO THE UNITED STATES. 

THE CUBAN AUTHORITIES CONCURRED IN THEIR 
DEPARTURE FROM CUBA WITH THE PROPER DOCUMENTATION. 

THIS DOCUMENTATION WAS PROVIDED BY THE U.S. 

INTERESTS SECTION IN HAVANA. 
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Q: HOW MANY FUGITIVES WERE INVOLVED? 

A: SIX. 

Q: WHEN WERE THEY SUPPOSED TO LEAVE AND WHY DIDN'T THEY? 

A: IT WAS EXPECTED THAT THEY WOULD DEPART HAVANA ON AN 
AIR CANADA FLIGHT ON MARCH 9 EN ROUTE TO NEW YORK. 

THE PLANE WAS SCHEDULED TO STOP IN MONTREAL. 

Q: WHY DIDN'T THE FUGITIVES BOARD THE PLANE? 

A: IS OUR UNDERSTANDING THAT AIR CANADA MADE THE 
DECISION FOR THEM NOT TO BOARD THE PLANE. 

Q: WHY DID AIR CANADA REFUSE THE EMB ARC ATION ? 

A: ASK AIR CANADA. 

Q: WHEN WILL THE FUGITIVES RETURN TO THE U.S.? 

A: WE ARE EXPLORING OTHER POSSIBILITIES TO TRANSPORT 
THEM TO THE U.S. AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. WE HAVE NO 
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FURTHER DETAILS FOR YOU AT THIS TIME. 

Q: WERE THESE ARRANGEMENTS MADE THROUGH NEGOTIATIONS 
BETWEEN THE AMERICAN AND CUBAN GOVERNMENTS? 

A: CUBAN AUTHORITIES CONCURRED IN THE REQUEST OF THE 
FUGITIVES TO DEPART CUBA. 

Q: WHAT HAPPENS TO THE SIX FUGITIVES WHEN THEY RETURN TO 
THE U.S.? 

A: THEY WILL BE SUBJECT TO U.S. LAW. 

Q: WHY ARE THEY LEAVING CUBA FOR THE U.S.? 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 04 STATE 061753 


A: ASK THE FUGITIVES. VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released 


US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: AIRCRAFT HIJACKING, FUGITIVES, PERSONNEL TRAVEL 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 10 mar 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE061753 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: CHBRAYSHAW:MDK 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: XI 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 07-0639 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 9780381 /aaaacqvv.tel 

Line Count: 138 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 8897acc9-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN ARA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 HAVANA 635 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 25 jul 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3370479 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: AMERICAN FUGITIVES IN CUBA 
TAGS: CASC, CPAS, CGEN. ASEC, PINS, CU, CA, US 
To: HAVANA 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/8897acc9-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



